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March 15th, 2007
Dear: 

CareLink Network and Gateway Community Health, the two Manager of Comprehensive Provider Networks for the Detroit Wayne County Community Mental Health system, are working together in collaboration to present the second annual conference by consumers for professionals, “The Consumer Voice:  What Children and Families Want from Mental Health Professionals.”  Our first innovative conference held in 2006 was quite a success.  To my knowledge this was the very first conference organized by consumers for mental health professionals.  We had nearly three hundred professionals in attendance.  Feedback from participants included:  “I thought the presentations were very informative and enjoyable.  As a treating psychiatrist, it was extremely beneficial for me to hear the thoughts and perspectives of consumers.  This conference will definitely help me to be a more effective and sensitive treatment provider.”  “Wonderfully inspirational and enlightening.  Exceptional learning experience.”  “I think this program is long overdue.  It was very well organized.  The presenters were all wonderful.  It’s so important that the voices of consumers be heard.”  The 2006 conference, “The Consumer Voice:  What Consumers Want from Mental Health Professionals,” included presentations from consumers on “What Helps in Recovery,” “Positive Treatment & Education,”  “Psychiatric Treatment in Michigan:  Past, Present & Future,” and a National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) “In Our Own Voice” presentation.  Please see enclosed brochure from last year’s conference.
This year’s conference will be held on Thursday, September 13, 2007, and we hope to increase attendance over last year’s.  We are in the process of arranging a quality program and are looking for sponsors to assist us with funding. We would appreciate your support in helping CareLink and Gateway to make this event a success for all who attend.  Please see enclosed Levels of Sponsorship.
Please contact me at (313) 263-2410 or Leslie White Jones at (313) 656- 0008 if you have any questions or need any additional information.  Thank you in advance for your support in helping the CareLink / Gateway Conference Committee with its annual conference.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Bozenski /  Gateway                                 Leslie White Jones / CareLink
Conference Committee Co-Chair                               Conference Committee Co-Chair
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